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Arangola 2023, a vibrant folk arts festival, was meticulously organized by the Folklore 

Club of Henry Baker College, Melukavu, in collaboration with the Kerala State Folklore 

Academy. This event, which took place on March 23, 2023, garnered enthusiastic participation 

from Melukavu Gramapanchayath, Kudumbasree, and the wider public. Its primary objective 

was to raise awareness about the beauty and significance of folk traditions and arts. 

 



 
 

The festival commenced at 10:30 a.m. in the college's auditorium, by the welcome note 

of Dr. Beena Paul. The programme was inaugurated by Sri. O. S. Unnikrishnan, Chairman of the 

Kerala State Folklore Academy, Kannur. He eloquently articulated the academy's core mission, 

emphasizing its commitment to promoting and preserving the traditional art forms of Kerala. The 

academy's support for folk artists, and economic aid initiatives were highlighted as integral 

components of this mission. 

Dr. Gireesh Kumar G S, the college principal, presided over the event and conveyed the 

importance of organizing such a folklore festival. He underscored the necessity of revitalizing 

the concept of folklore not only among college students but also within the broader community. 

Dr. Aju K Narayanan, Dr. Soumya Paul, and Sri. Sunny Mathew, PTA Vice President, extended 

their felicitations. Dr. Nisha Joseph, the Programme Coordinator, concluded this segment with a 

vote of thanks, expressing gratitude to all participants and supporters. 



 
 

Arangola 2023- Inauguration by Mr. O S Unnikrishnan, Chairman Folklore Academy 
 

Presidential Address by Dr. Gireeshkumar G S, Principal 



 
 

Arangola 2023- Inauguration by Mr. O S Unnikrishnan, Chairman Folklore Academy 

 

 
The technical session commenced with a warm welcome from Dr. Jibin Mathew, 

Assistant Professor in History. Dr. Aju K Narayanan, Professor at the School of Letters, MG 

University, Kottayam, served as the resource person, delivering a talk titled 'Contemporaneity of 

Folklore.' This enlightening discussion emphasized the urgent need to revive and safeguard 

declining folk arts, leaving a lasting impact on the audience. The session concluded with a vote 

of thanks by Dr. Umarani R, Assistant Professor in Hindi. 

 

 

 
'Contemporaneity of Folklore’ Talk by Dr. Aju K Narayanan 



 
 

Vote of Thanks by Dr. Umarani R. 

 
In the afternoon, the audience was treated to a captivating display of folk arts. Kudumbasree 

members delivered a mesmerizing folk dance and song performance. 

 
Folk song by Kudumbasree members 

 
Vedika, Nadankala Padana Kendram from Alappuzha, presented 'Perumakaliyattam,' 

featuring 27 artists and encompassing 22 folk songs, along with captivating performing arts such 

as Theyyam, Vattamudi, Parunthattam, Mayilattom, Kuthira, Daivakkolam, and Karinkali. Their 

performance highlighted the urgent need to preserve traditional arts that are on the brink of 

extinction. 



 

Nadan pattu 
 

Karinkali 



 

Parunthattam Mayilattam 

 
 

Varaharoopam Panthakkali 



 
 

Theyyam 
 

Thamber Performance 
 

The Ebenezer Team from Melukavu showcased 'Thamber,' the traditional percussion of 

the Malayaraya tribes, with a performance by 15 artists, offering a unique cultural experience. 

 

Thamber Performance 



The evening session, starting at 7 o'clock, featured a spellbinding Padayani performance 

by Sreedevi Padayani Sangham, Elanthur. Padayani, a traditional folk dance performed at 

Bhagavathi temples in central Kerala, holds deep cultural significance as a form of Dravidian 

worship. Seven artists presented this captivating art form. 

 

 

 
Padayani 



Exhibition 

 
The Arangola Folk Festival also featured an exhibition of rare artifacts showcasing a 

diverse range of items such as stamps, coins, wood carvings, and more. 
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